
Somerset
Care Councils

Autumn 2023

Somerset in Care Council & Somerset Leaving Care Council

www.somersetincarecouncils.org.uk

http://www.somersetincarecouncils.org.uk


The SiCC and SLCC Films crew help to develop films and 
animations to share their views, help other young people 
who may be going through - or are about to go through - 
similar experiences to them and to help shape services for 
other young people. The crew are directly involved with the 
creating, designing, writing, voicing and production of every 
SiCC and SLCC Films animation and film.

Who are the SiCC and SLCC Films Crew?

SiCC & SLCC stands for the Somerset In Care Council and 
the Somerset Leaving Care Council. We ensure that the 
voices of children looked after and care leavers are included 
within the planning and reviewing of services.

Who are SiCC and SLCC?

The SiCC and SLCC Creatives are a group of young people 
who use art, poetry, and music to have their voice heard. The 
crew express their lived experiences, their needs and the 
things that they’d like to change through creative means.

Who are the SiCC and SLCC Creatives?

SiCC and SLCC Core Group meetings
We meet the second Sunday of each month at the 
Rollercoaster in Bridgwater.

Dates for the Diary!!

Meetings are from 11am – 
3.30pm and we provide lunch.

Octobers meeting will include 
the Young People Quality 
Checker team training.

The next core group meeting 
dates are:

•	 Sunday 8th October

•	 Sunday 12th November

•	 Sunday 10th December

“I love seeing everybody and catching up. 
I like that we have a mixture of fun and 
business, I do think we make a difference”

“Getting involved has helped me get a 
job cause the stuff I get involved in I put 
on my CV and for employers it looks good 
that I am committed and also showing 
skills I can use in a job”

Second Sunday of the month



Getting to Know You days

SiCC and SLCC attended 2 Getting to Know You 
days where we delivered spray paint session 
for other young people, foster carers and staff. 

“I helped out with a few GTKYD which 
bring me so much joy to see the happiness 
on so many peoples faces having fun and 
enjoying the day, I also feel proud that I 
can help them with whatever they need, 
and answer any questions they have, and 
make sure they know how to access help if 
they need it but above all make sure they 
they have the best day the possibly can, 
whether that’s spray painting or doing art 
or dancing!”

Would you like to get involved? If you would, drop us a line at 
somersetincarecouncils@somerset.gov.uk

SiCC & SLCC have been involved with the recommissioning of the 16+ 
Accommodation Service (formerly P21 – Pathway to Independence).

Managers from Commissioning came to our meetings to discuss what we felt 
was the most important part of the service. We felt and agreed as a group 
that your first 7 days in a new accommodation was important. We then helped 
Commissioning create a question around this which was included in the formal 
procurement procedure.

Weeks later, when potential bidders had submitted their bids, we again met 
with Commissioning to score that particular question. Our involvement made 
up 7% of the final score.

‘I live in P2I accommodation, so I am really interested in making sure we 
have the best providers possible. It’s not just about the room you are in but 
also staff and additional support offered.’

16+ Accommodation Service
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Homes & Horizons 
MJ Awards

Somerset Council is celebrating after winning a prestigious Municipal 
Journal (MJ) Award for a partnership project delivering children’s homes 
across the county. 

Members of the project team attended a live awards ceremony in Central 
London where the Council and its partners - care providers Homes2Inspire 
(part of national charity, Shaw Trust) and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust – 
won the ‘Innovation in Partnerships’ category for their trailblazing Homes and 
Horizons project.

“The recent projects that I have worked on have really been amazing for 
me, the Homes & Horizon work has helped me to understand the difference 
it makes for placements of homes and how easy it would be for the young 
people to access public transport and local things to do in the area to 
keep themselves busy as well as doing things in the homes, like cooking 
competitions and egg decorating contests. 

I’m so excited and proud of all of the homes we have so far and the homes 
were expecting to open, and how amazing they have turned out, from a very 
nice house to a beautiful, calm and safe environment and I hope that the 
young people grow and thrive into the best people they can be.”



Quality checkers

Somerset Council and Homes 2 
Inspire want to offer young people the 
opportunity to train as Young People 
Quality Checkers.

This would mean you would quality assess, with a 
commissioner, a home for children in the Homes & 
Horizons service. Each visit you complete you get 
£50 in Love 2 Shop vouchers.

The first training session for people is on Sunday 
8th October. There will be a second opportunity to 
train before the end of the year if you miss this one.

Step up to Social Work

Three members of SiCC and SLCC were 
involved in the Step up to Social Work 
assessment day at UWE, Bristol.

The assessment day sees small groups of 
candidates who are applying to join the 
Step up to Social Work complete a group 
task and also asked specific questions 
and while they are doing this they are 
observed by young people, foster carers 
and senior social workers. The observers 
then meet afterward to discuss and score 
the candidates.

“I won’t lie, it is a long day. Takes a lot 
of concentration observing someone 
and taking notes. But I really liked being 
involved in a process which sees the 
potential social workers of tomorrow 
being picked”



Annual Achievement 
Awards 2023

The outstanding achievements of 
Somerset’s children and young people were 
celebrated at an awards ceremony at Taunton 
Rugby Club on Tuesday 25th July.

The outstanding achievements of Somerset’s children and young people were 
celebrated at an awards ceremony at Taunton Rugby Club on Tuesday 25th July.

The event, which was 
attended by celebrated 
author, poet and care 
leaver Lemn Sissay OBE, 
was organised by care 
experienced young people 
from the Somerset In 
Care and Leaving Care 
Council (SiCC & SLCC), 
with support from the 
Council’s Engagement and 
Participation team.

Lemn Sissay, who spent 
his entire childhood in 
care, was an inspirational 

speaker at the awards. As part of his speech he drew attention to our fascination 
with fostered, adopted and orphaned children who are at the heart of many our 
greatest cultural works: Harry Potter, Superman, Cinderella, Batman, Heathcliff, 
Jane Eyre, Moses, Luke Skywalker, Frodo Baggins, Aladdin, Mowgli, Tarzan, Snow 
White, and many more. He also made reference to a list of ‘incredible UK people 
who were fostered adopted or in children’s homes’, and emphasised that care 
experienced people can and do make important contributions to 
culture and society.

The annual award ceremony highlighted the inspiring 
achievements of 377 Somerset children and young people 
in care and care leavers, who were nominated by Somerset 
Council social workers, leaving care workers, schools, and other 
Children’s Services professionals. Young people from Somerset In 



Care and Leaving Care Council (SiCC & 
SLCC) welcomed guests, made speeches and 
presented awards.

Each year, children and young people are 
celebrated across two age groups – 0-12 
years and 13+ – and five categories: Personal 
Achievement; Education, Training and 
Employment; Helping Others; the Somerset Safeguarding Children Partnership 
award for Courage; and the NHS Somerset award for Positive Pastimes.

Young people were praised for their enthusiasm in learning, reading and 
in lessons, their performances in school plays, music and sports, and the 
contributions they’d made to their communities through volunteering.

Young people also nominated their workers and teachers, recognising excellent 
supportive care, passion, dependability and kindness. One young person 
commented that their Leaving Care Worker had “put more effort and time into me, 
my feelings and my mental health than anyone in my whole 21 years of living.”

Lemn was presented with artwork made by members of the Somerset In Care 
and Leaving Care Council (SiCC & SLCC). Lots of fun activities were also available 
to entertain the young people, including a bouncy assault course, balloon animal 
making, mocktails (alcohol free cocktails), a magician, a photo booth, music, and 
more.

“I love helping organise the awards. It takes a lot of time and if anyone else 
next year wants to get involved then do because you feel a part of a team that 
makes a difference”

SiCC and SLCC Creatives x 
Lemn Sissay OBE | Graffiti Art

The SiCC and SLCC Creatives 
wanted to create a portrait of Annual 
Achievement Awards 2023 speaker 
Lemn Sissay, the Creatives way. 

Check out our video charting the 
proces by clicking on the link https://
tinyurl.com/SiCCnSLCCLemn

https://tinyurl.com/SiCCnSLCCLemn
https://tinyurl.com/SiCCnSLCCLemn
https://tinyurl.com/SiCCnSLCCLemn


Children Social Care interviews
Young people from SiCC & SLCC were involved with several Heads of 
Service and Operational Manager interviews. 

This is a good way of ensuring that young people are involved with the process 
of selecting new staff. It is also good for developing skills and having the 
experience on your CV.

‘It was good to be involved. I was on a panel with 2 other young people and 
3 professionals representing organisations that are partners of Somerset 
Council. We had a chance to be involved with selecting the new managers of 
the services we use. We were listened to. I found it interesting that what we 
said was the same as the workers.’

‘We got to create our own questions. Some people assume we ask questions 
like what is your favourite colour but we make sure the questions give us a 
sense of who the person applying is. 
Some of the questions we asked 
were ‘how do you hear the 
voice of young people in your 
work and what do you do with 
it’? & ‘How do you hear the 
voice of a young person who 
has gone missing and how 
do you work with them not to 
go missing again’?

SiCC and SLCC Creatives Roadshow

Can’t get to the core group meetings in Bridgwater? Then why don’t we 
come to you? 

If you would like us to run a creative session at your home or area please let us 
know by emailing somersetincarecouncils@somerset.gov.uk

“It would be great to get others involved with the films, animations, graffiti 
and other creative things we do. Don’t let you not being able to come to the 
meetings think we cant take the meeting to you”
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NOMINATIONS
OPEN

Have your voice heard, influence positive change and help improve 
things for young people in Somerset.
Somerset Youth Parliament is a universally representative & diverse Youth Voice group of 10–18-year 
olds or up to 25 for young people with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) who live 
in and attend college or school in Somerset. We represent others and raise awareness of the isues that 
are important to young people.

Members take part in important consulations, have a chance to talk to MPs, councillors and other 
decision makers, learn new skills, raise confidence and self esteem, take part in debates and discussions 
on topical issues and are resepcted, acknowledged and recognised for our voluntary work.

For more informtation on the Youth Parliament 
elections scan the QR code or visit

www.somerset.gov.uk/SYP-elections



The Somerset Care Councils 
NEED YOU!

Who are we?
Any young person in care or leaving care is automatically a 
member of SiCC and SLCC. We meet in person and online.

We want to hear your views on things that matter to 
you, so come and join us!

Visit the Somerset In Care Councils Website at:

www.somersetincarecouncils.org.uk

To find out more, please email the team
somersetincarecouncils@somerset.gov.uk

Phone 07585 983 356

Or complete our online form 
https://tinyurl.com/SiCCandSLCC

What do we do?
We meet monthly to help support the creation, review and updating of the services 

that we use. This includes creating films and animations, reviewing services, 
interviewing new staff, mystery shopping and the use of art, music & spoken word to 

have your voice heard.


