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Bringing families together 

What is a Family Group Conference?  

A Family Group Conference offers family 
members a chance to get together to 
make a family plan. 
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What  is  a Family  Group 

Conference?  

A Family Group Conference, is a 
meeting that enables families to 
come together and address the 
worries and concerns identified by 
social care and the social worker. 

The Family Group Conference co- 
ordinator is independent and will 
arrange, convene and facilitate the 
meeting. 

This will involve visiting the family 
and looking at who should attend 
the meeting. 

It  will also involve co-ordinating with 
other professionals working with 
the family. 

Role  of the  Referrer  

It  will be the role of the social 
worker making the referral to 
provide a background of the 
�I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V situation and set the 
agenda; 

Eƒ �:�K�D�W�¶�V���W�K�H concerns? 

Eƒ �:�K�D�W�¶�V���J�R�L�Q�J well? 

Eƒ �:�K�D�W�¶�V resources are available 
for the family? 

The social worker will set the 
questions that social care want 
the family to address in their 
family plan, to alleviate the 
concerns. 

How  does  the  Family  Group 

Conference  Work?  

The conference will be in 
three parts: 

Part One - Information Sharing 

Families will meet with the social 
worker and all other professionals 
involved. The social worker and 
professionals will give a clear 
account to the current situation and 
what is going well and areas of 
concerns. 

Part Two - Private Family Time  

All the professionals and advocates 
leave the room. The family will spend 
time together answering the 
questions set out by the social 
worker. 
The family devises their family plan. 

Part Three - Action Planning 

When the family is ready, the 
professionals come back into the 
�U�R�R�P���W�R���K�H�D�U���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�\�¶�V���S�O�D�Q�� 
Provided the family plan does not 
put a child at risk it will be accepted. 
The professionals will work with the 
family to put the plan in action. 


